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S, Laos -~ United Stales intelligenee  operations

include the sending of armed Loatian reconnaissanec teams into

China {from northern Laos.

. Teams are reported to have gone as far as 200 miles into
China, dispatehed from a secret.CIA outpost 15 minutes’ flying

time north of the Laotian opiut
. According to sources close {o
the Central Intelligence Ageney,
and confivmed by westorn diplo-
mali® iurces’yn Vientiane, the
CIA L sending out Bitl tribesmen
armed with American Weapons,
a (hreé-pound radio with a range
of 400 miies and equipment 1o
tap Chinese telegraph lines,
valch roads and do ether types
f intelligence galhering,
“There is alwaye a team in
Lhing,”  accataing ti SOULCes
close to the CEA. i
VALLEY AIRSTRIP!

is" a small, Lamtain-valley sir-,
strip calléd Nam Lien ~ (also!
known as Nam Yu). The strip,
which one Air America pilot
describes as “difficult as hell to
get inte,” is surrounded by
mountains, g

It is serviced by both Air
America and Continental Ay
Service and is also a way-sta-
tion for opiwumn traders from
norther Laos and Burma enroute
to drug factorics al Houei Sai.

K

n center of ITouei Sui,
JAmericans at’ Nain Licd. how-|
rever, including CIA and military
jintelligence porsonnel. Sowrces
i close {o the CIA report the num-.

[[ber has incredsed recently from
/14 to more than 10.

!l _In addition to activities inside
. China, the Nam Licu Americans,
“also help direct a joint opera-i
i tion of “SGU” (Special Guer-
rilla Units) and the "Thai army
; at Xieng Lom south of Houej Sail
ion the Lao-Thai border, :

v They also run intelligence

Staging area for thcgopeymjo“"?, gathering missions, on a road;

“being built by the Chinese gov-
ernmeny (under an agrecment |
reached with the new defunct
“coalition government of Laos) in
“the same vicinity.

JCIA and western  diplomatice

Jknowledge they continue.
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- cluding Ambassador McEMurtrie

Godley. v :
The September story was ve-

‘portedly a major concern of

CIA Director Richard Helms
when he visited Laos tiln éheﬂfall.
Helms was upset that there
might be a leak wilhin the CIA
in Laos, sources lclosev to the!
CIA report, oo
Whether by design or coinci-
dence, Vince Shields, in charge
of CIA operation at Long Cheng
on the edge of the Plain of Jars
North of Vientiane, and Patrick
Devlin, station chief for the
ClIA in Vientiane, have both
been transferred.

As for the missions info China,
however, sources close fo the

sources both report that to their

Since leaving Nam Licu, Poe
has spent most of his time “at:

4Udorn Air Base, although one;
[|source rcports Poe continues|

to do “odd jobs” en the Thai-i’
Cambodian Dborder, 'Those who,
know him say he is unhappy:
away from Nam Lieu.

Poe is an ex-marine noncom-
missioned olficer, wounded at
‘Two Jima, who remained in Asia
aiter World War 11, In the 1950s
2 helped organize ClA-trained
Tibetan  insurgents, cscorting
them o Colorado for training

Tibet.

Later he worked in thc"l‘hévi-.'
Cambaodian border arca with the-

Khmer:Serai, anti-Sihanouk
guerriflas veceiving assistance’
from the CIA, and other parts

and going back with (hem into’
{ .

" Until mid-September of Jast] ©f Thailand. He bas been in and
year, the Nan Licu operation| U ©of Laos since before the
-was headed by a tough-and-tum-; Gencva accords of 1962 and was.
ole veteran guerrilla organizer| 00 of the first Americans in-
-named Anthony (Tony) Pae | VOlved in arming and training

"Poe is a legendary figure in gparamxlllary groups in Laos.

+Lags known best for his dislike| | Po¢ Is considercd _stubborn
of journalists, disrcgard for or-| 20d brusque, sometimes going

During 1968, five Chinese fune-!
Lionaries caught up in the pucg-
es of Le cultural revolution do-!
feeled to a Nam Licu reconnais-|
sance team. They woere treated ]
well by the Americans for al
time but eventually were turned|
over 1o the Ioyul Lagtian gov-!
ernment, l

According lo sources close to!
the CIA, the five were (hrown!
into a 12-by-12-hy-12 foot pit ox-i
posed to the elements, The i
were eventually execuled. :

Like most CIA operations in.
Lacs, the one out of Nam Licu!

at Udorn Air Base in northeast-
¢rn Thailand, There are seve-al,
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ders and radio codes, capacity! [Into fits of anger over the radio,
for Lao whisky and expertisc jhis lifeline  with the outside
al clandestine guerrilla opera- {World. He is said to prefer work-
tions. . ing with hill tribes to working
Poe was removed almost jm. |With Americans and Jooks dpwn
‘mediately after an arlicle last (00 most American operations
September by Dispatch News beecause ‘of their heavy reliance
Service International on  the 'On American personnel.
Nam Lieu operations, ostensibly ’
because the arlicle “blew his
cover.” .
According to sources close Lo
the CIA, however, this reason
was an excuse used by the
American Fmbassy here to get
rid of Poe, whose dashing slyle

;a0 , as been & sour AP
is divected from = hcadqnartersj has been a source of long-term

friction with membaors of the
American rmission in Laos, in
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